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“Doing more with less
Over longer periods…

+ Better material choices
+ Nature at the core 
 

A circular built 
environment
is…

In a 
nutshell



Building 
Prosperity:
Unlocking the potential of 
a nature-positive, circular 
economy for Europe

Xxx xxx xxx



A circular and nature-positive 
evolution of the built environment 
presents a significant economic 
opportunity which aligns business 
interests with environmental 
imperatives. 
 

Key Message







Europe’s built environment 
requires a transformation 
to address its wasteful 
operating model

SCALE

IMPACT

URGENCY TO ACT

25 million
people employed

10% 
of EU GDP

35% 
Of GHG emissions

1/3 
of EU’s material 

consumption

30 million
existing buildings in 
need of renovation

32% 
of European cities are highly 
vulnerable to climate risks







A nature-positive, 
circular built 
environment: 

three ambitions 
achieved through 

six strategies









System-wide benefits of a 
circular and nature-positive 
built environment, by 2035
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System-wide benefits of a 
circular and nature-positive 
built environment, by 2035





System-wide benefits of a 
circular and nature-positive 
built environment, by 2035



From barriers, 
to focus areas to calls 
to action

#EUCircularTalk



A number of key 
market, policy 
and financial 
barriers hinder 
system-wide 
transformation 
in the built 
environment

Upfront costs and difficulties 
monetising benefits impede 
investment

Complex planning policies 
and a lack of relevant standards 
hinder progress

Insufficient awareness 
and expertise among 
stakeholders about benefits and 
implementation strategies slows 
the scaling of solutions

A fragmented value chain 
with split incentives results in 
low demand for circular 
solutions

Barriers



Action in five 
focus areas 
can overcome 
these barriers

Mobilise financial flows to 
unlock circular economy 
opportunities at scale

Leverage existing legal and 
policy frameworks to enable 
the circular built environment 
to scale

Shift mindsets by raising 
awareness of the economic, 
nature, and social benefits of 
systems-based solutions.

Accelerate the uptake of 
digital enablers to harness 
material, design, and 
construction innovation at scale

Establish an industry 
network dedicated to collective 
leadership and fostering the 
emergence of circular economy 
ambassadors and practitioner

Focus Areas



Key stakeholders 
can all play their 
role in scaling  the 
transition to a 
circular and nature 
positive built 
environment. 

Calls to 
action






