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Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra

1. A gift from Parliament to the 50-year-old 
Finland in 1967

2. An independent future house and think-
and-do tank

3. Guided by a strong vision of Finland as a 
successful pioneer of sustainable well-
being.



Since 2015, we have…

Compiled the first national circular economy 
road map in the world.

Built tools for businesses to move towards a circular 
economy.

Created a global circular economy community. 

Greeting from
Finland!



How do you make the transition to a circular economy?

Where do you start?

What do you aim for?

How do you know if you are there? 



Finland’s road map to a 

circular economy

In 2016, Finland was the first country in the 

world to create a national circular economy road 
map. 

A circular economy road map is a tool for 

change: it helps define the required steps and 
compiles key stakeholders’ views on the essential 
changes and actions required for the circular 
transformation. 

It is a document that includes a vision as well as 
goals and tangible actions that will accelerate a 
country’s transition towards a circular economy.

Do it the
Finnish way!



The road map process in 

a nutshell

1. Groundwork and preconditions 

2. Stakeholders and participation

3. The situational picture

4. Vision and goals

5. Focus areas

6. Planning the actions

7. Compile and publish

8. Execution and implementation

9. Evaluation and revision



Over 100,000 children and young 

people are learning about the circular 
economy this school year.



Make participation 

possible for 

different interest 

groups and citizens 

via either open 

workshops or 

online 

commenting. 

1000 participants took part in 

the workshops

We got 250 trial ideas and 

comments



Seven key lessons from 
creating a circular 
economy road map

1. Create the road map from your country’s perspective

2. Co-operation is the starting point and a requirement for 

progress

3. Make sure the road map balances action with flexibility

4. Form a situational picture

5. The road map must be agile to stay relevant

6. Measure success, monitor development and set stages 

for the journey

7. Invest in the execution.



How to create a 
national circular 
economy road map?

Download the guide at 
sitra.fi/en.



Webinar on how to 
create a national 
circular economy 
roadmap on 12.11.2020

In this webinar we discuss the role of national circular 

economy road maps in the global transition towards 

a circular economy.

We will also present best practices and tips for those 

devising their own road maps to a circular economy. 

The event is an official WCEFonline side event.

Sign up at sitra.fi/en.


