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Coordination Group meeting – 18 November 2020 

 

Participants: 

 CG Members: Alberto Arroyo Schnell (IUCN), Julia Blees (EuRIC)*, Mercè Boy Roura (Interreg MED Green Growth community), Lieze Cloots (OVAM), 

Larissa Copello de Souza (Zero Waste Europe), David Fitzsimons (Conseil Européen de Remanufacture), Ladeja Godina Košir (Circular Change), Kari 

Herlevi (Sitra), Mark Hidson (ICLEI), Cliona Howie del Río (EIT Climate-KIC), Michael Kuhndt (CSCP), Michal Len (RREUSE), Guido Lena (SMEUnited), 

Isabelle Maurizi (EuroCommerce), Agata Meysner (Generation Climate Europe), Philippe Micheaux Naudet (ACR+), Sarah Miller (Rediscovery Centre), 

Oana Neagu (Copa and Cogeca), Mariana Nicolau (CSCP)*, Siegried Anton Schmuck (Ecopreneur.eu)*, Jean-Pierre Schweitzer (EEB), Agnieszka Sznyk 

(INNOWO), Anca Turtoi (Holland Circular Hotspot)*, Arthur ten Wolde (Ecopreneur.eu), Freek van Eijk (Holland Circular Hotspot), Carsten Wachholz 

(Ellen MacArthur Foundation), Marline Weber (INEC)* (* = back-up) 

 European Economic and Social Committee (EESC): Anders Ladefoged, Cillian Lohan, Maria Nikolopoulou 

 European Investment Bank (EIB): Pia Nieminen 

 European Environment Agency (EEA): Almut Reichel 

 European Commission (EC): Eva Dalenstam (ENV), Hans-Christian Eberl (RTD), Petra Goyens (RTD), Emmanuelle Maire (ENV), Petros Mamalis (RTD), 

Pavel Misiga (RTD), Maria Rincon Lievana (ENV) 

 EESC: Maria Echevarria, Luis Lobo, Eric Ponthieu 

 ECESP Secretariat: Sophie Birmann, Janine Borg, Anna Cameron, Christy Duckett, Lukáš Durech, , Lucia Fabbri, Satu Kankala, Alice Senga, Laetitia 

Trepos, Clara Villoresi 
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Item Discussion Decisions 

Welcome The Chair of the Platform's Coordination Group (2017-2020), Ladeja Godina Košir (Circular Change), welcomed the 

participants and highlighted a number of key points: 

1) the Platform's collaborative spirit and the new formats being used (such as Leadership Groups and EU 

Circular Talks) which enabled CG members and stakeholders to engage in discussion; 

2) Recognition: there were many bodies active in the same field, and the Platform was managing to stand 

out and engage with institutional partners such as the OECD, the Club of Rome and the World Economic 

Forum. The Platform was obviously centred in the EU, but it also encouraged bodies around the world to 

get involved; 

3) the need to be proactive, with an interactive CEAP and meetings with MEPs, commissioners and others. 

Ladeja Godina Košir said that with the engagement of stakeholders and support from the Secretariat, the Platform 

was able to spread the word and promote circularity, with a vital sense of community and ability to share values. 

 This intervention was followed by a video message from Virginijus Sinkevičius, European Commissioner for 

Environment, Oceans and Fisheries. He said that at this difficult time, it was important to create growth and jobs 

and to remain globally competitive by means of the circular economy. The EU was supporting green growth to the 

tune of EUR 1.8 trillion and this money had to be invested wisely. It would take a generation to implement the 

circular economy, and so, to be ready by 2050 it was essential to act now, steered by the CEAP. He called on the 

Platform to work with the Commission in driving change and acting as a hub for the dissemination of good 

practices. 

Cillian Lohan, EESC vice-president for Communication, then presented the EESC's role in the Platform: it provided 

administrative support for the Platform and for the Committee members. The Committee was a consultative body 

which prepared opinions in response to legislative proposals. The Platform had been established as an innovative 

joint project between the EESC and the European Commission. There was continuity in this mandate, with 11 

The agenda was adopted 

unanimously. 

https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/preview/https%3A%2F%2Feuc-vod.fl.freecaster.net%2F12%2F198852%2FLR_I198852EN1W.mp4
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former members from the first CG. The Platform had an impact beyond the EU: with interest from other parts of 

the world (United States, South America, Asia) in using it as a model. Mr Lohan emphasised that the Platform was 

also useful for raising the EESC's profile. As all EESC work was collaborative, he asked two EESC representatives to 

take the floor.  

Anders Ladefoged from Group I represents Danish employers, and feels that circularity is relevant to businesses. 

Maria Nikolopoulou from Group II (Spanish trade union representative and an EESC member for three years) has 

worked with the Platform in the past and hopes to do so even more in future. 

Ladeja Godina Košir then said that since the circular economy was a collaborative tool, two institutional 

stakeholders invited to the meeting were asked to introduce themselves. 

Pia Nieminen represented the EIB, the financing arm of the EU. This was also a climate bank, granting financing 

for climate and environmentally sustainable projects. The circular economy was key here, and the EIB provided 

advice as well as funds. The EIB was committed to the Green Deal and the circular economy. 

Almut Reichel represented the EEA, an independent EU body which produced knowledge, indicators and analysis 

underpinning policy processes. The circular economy was a priority for the EEA, which was active in implementing 

and monitoring it. It is a network with circular economy experts and organised webinars, keen to work more closely 

with ECESP. 

Introducing 

the new CG 

The Coordination Group (2020-2023) members presented themselves and their organisation: 
 

 INNOWO - Institute of Innovation and Responsible Development: Agnieszka Sznyk 

 EuRIC - European Recycling Industries' Confederation: Julian Blees (replacing Emmanuel Katrakis) 

 RREUSE - Reuse and Recycling European Union Social Enterprises: Michal Len 

 CSCP - Collaborating Centre on Sustainable Consumption and Production: Michael Kuhndt 

 Holland Circular Hotspot: Freek van Eijk 

 SMEUnited: Guido Lena 

 Circular Change - Institute for Circular Economy: Ladeja Godina Košir 

 Generation Climate Europe: Agata Meysner 
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 Interreg MED Green Growth community: Mercè Boy Roura 

 ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainablity: Mark Hidson 

 EuroCommerce: Isabelle Maurizi 

 ACR+ - Association of Cities and Regions for sustainable Resource management: Philippe Micheaux Naudet 

 Ellen MacArthur Foundation: Carsten Wachholz 

 Sitra - The Finnish Innovation Fund: Kari Herlevi 

 INEC - Institut National de l'Economie Circulaire: Marline Weber (replacing François-Michel Lambert) 

 IUCN European Regional Office: Alberto Arroyo Schnell 

 Conseil Européen de Remanufacture: David Fitzsimons 

 Rediscovery Centre: Sarah Miller 

 OVAM - The Public Waste Agency of Flanders: Lieze Cloots 

 EIT Climate-KIC: Cliona Howie del Río 

 EEB - European Environmental Bureau: Jean-Pierre Schweitzer  

 Copa and Cogeca: Oana Neagu 

 Zero Waste Europe: Larissa Copello de Souza 

 Ecopreneur.eu: Arthur ten Wolde later replaced by Siegried Anton Schmuck. 
 

Annual 

Activity 

Report 2019-

2020 

The ECESP Secretariat presented ECESP's activity divided into three fields: 
1. Website 
2. Coordination Group 
3. Annual conference. 

 

 

Coordination 

Group 2021: 

Taking ECESP 

to the next 

level 

The participants split into two breakout sessions to discuss a series of questions for 30 minutes. The Chair then 

invited those moderating these session to present their respective findings. 

1) Workplan 

 

https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/
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Maria Rincon Lievana explained that the Workplan was a tool for the Coordination Group to plan the work ahead 

facilitating members  contribution  to the ECESP activity. It also allows for  increased cooperation and 

communication with other members and institutions. The workplan will be updated throughout the mandate. 

During the discussion, the following points were raised: 

 Ladeja Godina Košir stressed the importance of sending a message on circular economy to the Slovenian 

Presidency in 2021 

 Alberto Arroyo Schnell mentioned the report on the nature in relation with the circular economy and the 

biodiversity 

 Kari Herlevi announced that SITRA is looking for partners on biodiversity and referred to a strategy session 

for regions/countries in Europe preparing circular economy roadmaps 

 Oana Neagu highlighted the bioeconomy stakeholder conference and closer cooperation with the 

European Parliament and the Council 

 Mercè Boy Roura stressed the importance of accentuating circularity in food systems, the role of SMEs 

and circular business models, and the importance of communication and trainings on CE to reach the right 

target groups 

 Almut Reichel asked about the role of the observers and said that in 2021 the EEA would start work on the 

renovation wave of buildings  

 

Isabelle Maurizi summarised the breakout session on the Workplan. She began by saying that participants had 

discussed the process itself as there were both old and new CG members. The key point was that a Workplan 

proposal did not need to be unanimously approved by the 24 CG members as it was simply a basis for future work. 

She then went on to say that participants had agreed that activities should focus on three strands: 

1) Coordination with the other EU institutions needed to be improved, particularly with the European 

Parliament and the Council presidencies. 

2) Topics for discussion should include the link between circularity and biodiversity, the role of circularity in 

the various priorities, and how SMEs could be involved in circular business models. 
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3) It was important to share good practices and reports, some of which were currently being launched or 

finished. 

 

Ladeja Godina Košir concluded that there was always room for improvement and new ideas. It was important to 

keep moving forward, particularly in this challenging time. The basic principle was that more could be done 

together than individually. 

 

2) Leadership Groups & EU Circular Talks 

The Secretariat and the Commission presented the distinction between the Workplan (WP), the EUCircular Talks  
(EUCT) and the Leadership Groups (LGs). The WP and the LGs are working tools for the Coordination Group. Delving 
into the differences between the LG and the EUCT, the LGs  can be described as thematic working groups to engage 
with sectoral stakeholders, while the #EUCircularTalks are a new outreach and interactive dialogue concept for the 
LGs to use, including both virtual events and virtual dialogues in the Platform. They give the opportunity to 
stakeholders to initiate dialogue on CE topics, using ECESP communication channels and networks. 

Jean-Pierre Schweitzer volunteered to be the rapporteur for this session. 
 
Philippe Micheaux Naudet reminded that each member can focus on one or several specific LGs; moreover, LGs 
prepare reflection papers on key topics. He went on explaining how the ACR+ focused on three topics: 

1) Governance (ex: including relations with other stakeholders), 
2) Monitoring the transition to CE, and 
3) Circular public procurement. 

For each of these topics, they organised meetings and activities with members of the CG and with other external 
stakeholders also interested in this topic, to deliver practical output on the Circular Procurement Green Deal. For 
example, they worked on a list of indicators to monitor the circular transition at local level. 

Mariana Nicolau asked Eva Dalenstam if the goal is to foster synergies between the EU Circular talks and the 
activities of the leadership groups. Eva Dalenstam answered yes, and saying that this has been a developing phase, 
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and that the members will receive an information package that will give a wider explanation about EU Circular 
talks. 

Agata Meysner asked if the LGs from last years will continue to the next mandate, and, if yes, was there a full list 
of all the LG topics. Eva Dalenstam clarified that the LGs are working groups, to which other stakeholders can be 
invited. To engage further stakeholders and to have a broader outreach and dialogue, EU Circular Talks enables 
this via the ECESP social media channels and communication activities.  

Lieze Cloots expressed her interest in this format, since it is an innovative way to work together, and she further 
explained that the main difference between the WP and the LGs is that the LGs engage more with stakeholders 
from the outside. She stated the necessity to consider the political agenda on the table for the next years and to 
be proactive (for example on textiles). A starting point to be proactive can be to have a look at other initiatives 
outside of us from which we could gain an added value. 

Michal Len asserted that the LG structure is very good. He added that the LGs idea came into place in the previous 
mandate, and helped structure the internal conversation, which ended up with the writing of a consistent quantity 
of documents and reflection papers. Moreover, since the LGs are growing and are acquiring new members, there 
will probably be new topics as well. Also, he supported the idea to include other (non-CG) stakeholders on EU 
Circular Talks, since the CG could evolve more in the discussion. 

Mariana Nicolau mentioned their experience in leading a LGs, and she described it as very fruitful. Then, she asked 
which are the expectations that the Platform and the Secretariat have on the LGs. Indeed, since the LGs are 
something new, it would help the CG in shaping contents and topics. 

Emmanuelle Maire briefly gave the point of view of the European Commission (EC). The challenging timeline for 
2021 in terms of priorities has to reflect the LGs. Until now, almost all the EU institutions delivered ideas and views 
about Circular Economy, like the CE Action Plan (CEAP) from the Commission. We will receive the opinion of the 
European Parliament at the beginning of 2021 (January), have the views of the Member States in mid-December 
of this year and we already have the views of CoR and EESC. The idea would be to collect the different perspectives 
and explain the outcome of this process to spread the words of the agenda of the Circular Economy for the years 
to come at EU institutional level. Then, the focus next year will be to deliver initiatives to empower consumers, 
while towards the end of the years the EC will work on products longevity, producers ownership, packaging, textiles 
and sustainable shipments. Lastly, she asserted that the race to become a CG member was very competitive: many 
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organisations were not chosen. She would like to give them the possibility to work with the groups through LGs 
and extended leadership. 

Jean-Pierre Schweitzer considers as a priority to update what has been done so far with the new members and 
with the new agenda. He explained how he joined the EU Circular Talks on packaging, and said that on 2 December 
EEB will be organising a conference about new business models, which engage young business with young 
entrepreneurs. Indeed, the main idea of the conference will be to express the necessity to engage with new kinds 
of stakeholders, stakeholders that work ethically. 

Freek Van Eijk suggested that the CE hubs and hotspots could be used much better, because they already work 
with enterprises, governments, local communities, etc. There are many countries from the Balkans or from Eastern 
and Central Europe which are not so closely connected yet to the CE Stakeholder Platform.  

Emmanuelle Maire responded to Freek Van Eijk saying that the opportunity they have now with these tools is to 
bring more stakeholders to the table, and let them be part of the programme to explore other networks, adding 
that colleagues from the Commission's DG RTD (Research and Innovation) are very keen to work closely with ECESP 
and that, added to the EIT as a member, can represent an asset. 

Election of 

the CG Chair + 

adoption of 

Rules of 

Procedure 

(RoP) 

The two candidates for the role of CG Chair for the 2.5 year mandate: 

 Circular Change - Ladeja Godina Košir 

 Holland Circular Hotspot - Freek van Eijk 

presented themselves to the CG, with the proposal that Ladeja Godina Košir leads for the first 15 months and 

Freek van Eijk for the second 15 months. 

The Coordination Group raised 

no objection, and shared 

messages of support for Ladeja 

Godina Košir and Freek van Eijk 

as Chair for the coming 2.5 year 

mandate, with the former 

leading for the first 15 months 

and the latter for the second 15 

months. 
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The Coordination Group raised 

no objection to the adoption of 

the Rules of Procedure (RoP). 

Closing by 

new Chair 

Ladeja Godina Košir thanked the CG Members for their support and readiness for change, closing with the 

statement: "Don't give up in challenging times!" Freek van Eijk also thanked the CG Members for their reactions 

and recognised that there was a challenging mandate ahead, closing with: "We shall make the best of it!" 

The meeting was closed at 

13:13. 

 


