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European forests are increasing…

Source: State of Europe’s forests 2015 report, Eurostat
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At ground level, i.e.
• Forest management plans or 

equivalents (77%)
• Forest certification, e.g. 

PEFC or FSC (55-65%)

At EU level, i.e.
• EU Forest Strategy
• EU Timber Regulation
• LULUCF Regulation
• CAP and Rural Development
• Birds and Habitats 

Directive, incl Natura 2000
• Biodiversity Strategy
• Water Framework Directive
• Renewable Energy Directive
• ILUC Directive
• Regulation on Invasive Alien 

Species
• Directive on Marketing of 

Forest Reproductive 
Material

Pan-European level
• Forest Europe SFM 

definition, Criteria & 
Indicators for SFM, 
principle guidelines, 
SoEF, LBA

At regional and national 
level, i.e.
• Forest laws and other 

complementary regulations 
as nature or forest 
protection regulations, 
public procurement 
regulations, or land use and 
related planning acts

• National Forest Inventories 

Global
• Convention on 

Biological Diversity 
(CBD), Nagoya Protocol

• Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species 
(CITES)

Comprehensive instruments and regulations in place to safeguard the SFM principles



Reforestation and 

sustainable forest 

management practices 

ensure the carbon 

cycle continues 

Growing forest absorb 

carbon and release oxygen

Fossil emissions 

are a one-way 

process, adding 

new carbon to the 

atmosphere

Wood products 

store carbon

Carbon-neutral 

bioenergy is 

produced from mill 

and forest residues

Old forests release 

their stored carbon 

slowly as they decay 

or rapidly through 

wildfire  

Carbon remains 

stored when wood 

fibers are recycled

The Forest Carbon Cycle

 SEQUESTER CO2 in 
growing forests

 STORE carbon in 
products 

 SUBSTITUTE fossil 
fuels and energy-
intensive materials

THE TRIPLE BENEFIT 
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Thank you!

mailto:office@cepf-eu.org
http://www.cepf-eu.org/
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EU Forest Policy: a complex scattered puzzle

Effort Sharing 
Regulation

FOREST EUROPE

DG AGRI DG RTDDG COMP DG ENER

CAP post 2020 -
Strategic plans Regulation

EU Forest 
Strategy and MAP

State Aid 
Rules

Birds and Habitat 
Directives

NATURA2000 Green 
Infrastructure

Water Framework 
Directive

EU Timber 
Regulation

Invasive Alien Species Regulation

Regulation on 
sustainable 
investments

No Net Loss

Mapping of 
Ecosystem 

Services 
(MAES)

7th Environment Action 
Programme

Biodiversity Strategy to 
2020

Horizon 2020
Horizon Europe

Bioeconomy 
Strategy 

LULUCF Regulation

EU Strategy on 
Adaptation to 

Climate change

DG CLIMA

RED IISustainability criteria for biomass

ILUC

2030 Climate and Energy 
Framework

Energy Union

CEN sustainability criteria 
bio-based products

DG GROW

Plant health 
control Regulation Public procurement

RPM Regulation

EUROPEDG ENV

Circular Economy  
Package

Guidance on cascading 
use of woody biomass

The Aarhus Convention

Strategy for long-term EU 
GHG emission reduction 

Plastic Strategy

Single Use 
Plastic’s Directive

DG FISMA DG SANTE


