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Strategy on FLW prevention:

Working for better use of food. Fighting against food loss and waste
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More information: https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/fw_lib_fwp-strat_law-3-2020.pdf

March 11th 2020: Law on Food Loss and Waste Prevention 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/fw_lib_fwp-strat_law-3-2020.pdf
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• It has a whole food supply chain approach, including 

food companies and social entities from food production 

to hospitality industry.  

• Food losses in the primary sector are included on 

the scope of the law

Food 
production

Agro-food 
industry

Wholesalers 
and retailers

Hotel, 
restaurants 
and catering 

business 

*Micro-enterprises are excluded from the scope of application of Law 3/2020

Key aspects  

Food losses: “edible parts of the food 

that remain during the harvesting itself, 

whether reincorporated in the soil or 

used for on-site composting” 
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• Strong focus on PREVENTION of food loss and waste rather than in the redistribution of food 

surplus. 

Source: Implementation of a food loss and waste prevention and reduction plan in agri-food 

companies: principles and guidelines (CREDA-UPC-IRTA & DARP, 2019)

The obligations included in Law 3/2020 for food chain 

stakeholders are, among others: 

 To have and implement a food loss and waste prevention 

plan.

 To reduce, measure, and annually report the quantity of 

food loss and waste 

 To account for the food products that are intended for free 

distribution or animal feed.

Key aspects  

http://agricultura.gencat.cat/web/.content/04-alimentacio/malbaratament-alimentari/enllacos-documents/fitxers-binaris/Guia-Curta_Aprofitament_ING_OK.pdf
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/web/.content/04-alimentacio/malbaratament-alimentari/enllacos-documents/fitxers-binaris/Guia-Curta_Aprofitament_ING_OK.pdf
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/web/.content/04-alimentacio/malbaratament-alimentari/enllacos-documents/fitxers-binaris/Guia-Curta_Aprofitament_ING_OK.pdf
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Food waste and loss prevention 

Use for human consumption

Use for animal feed

Material reuse by recovering elements 
and substances contained in FW for 

industrial uses

Material reuse by obtaining 
quality compost 

Reuse of energy by 
obtaining biogas

Other types of 
reuse for 
energy

Elimination

Source: Article 11, Law 3/2020 on 

Food Loss and Wastage Prevention

Hierarchy of food priorities

 The food chain stakeholders 

must adopt the appropriate 

measures for applying the 

hierarchy of food uses to food 

loss and waste 
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Source: Guidelines for safe gleaning   

Fundació Espigoladors & 

Generalitat de Catalunya, 2020)

Gleaning 

 Regulation of gleaning 

as a complementary and 

non-profit activity to 

reduce food losses in 

the primary production

http://agricultura.gencat.cat/web/.content/04-alimentacio/malbaratament-alimentari/enllacos-documents/fitxers-binaris/Guidelines_for_safe_gleaning.pdf
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/web/.content/04-alimentacio/malbaratament-alimentari/enllacos-documents/fitxers-binaris/Guidelines_for_safe_gleaning.pdf
http://agricultura.gencat.cat/web/.content/04-alimentacio/malbaratament-alimentari/enllacos-documents/fitxers-binaris/Guidelines_for_safe_gleaning.pdf
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How does the Government work
on the Law?

Inter-Ministerial Committee

Consultations with the agri-food sector
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March 2016

A Parliamentary Group 

presents the 

parliamentary bill on the 

redistribution of food 

surplus

February 2018

The Parliamentary

Groups present the 

parliamentary bill on the 

reduction of food waste

Juny 2019

Publication of the 

amendments to 

the articles by all 

parliamentary 

groups.

March 2020

Approval by 

unanimity of the Law 

3/2020 on the 

prevention of food 

loss and waste 

November 2020

Public consultation 

prior to the 

regulatory

implementation of 

the Law

February 2021

Start drafting regulatory 

implementation of Law 

3/2020 taking into account 

the proposals received in 

the public consultation

Events 

Octubre 2017

The parliamentary 

bill came to and end 

due to the end of 

the legislature
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Thank you for your attention! 


