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About FIR

• We represent the recycling industries of 
Construction & Demolition Waste and of 
Incinerator Bottom Ash

• Our members: national recycling associations and
individual recycling companies

• Our aim is to achieve high quality recycling in 
Europe (and globally)

• Representation of SW, DE, NL, BEL, FR, ES, IT, IE, 
CH and Mexico



C&DW management according to EU statistics

“374 million tonne”



A more realistic picture

• About 500 million tonnes

• Only high quality recycling in some 4-5 Member States

• Several Member States performing well

• Recovery in many instances means: backfilling (acknowledged by EEA)

• Illegal dumping not unusual



An innovative industry

Recycling of tar containing
asphalt

High quality recycling of PVC

Recycling of Incinerator Bottom 
Ash

Recycling of bituminous roofing 
material

Recycling of wood

Etc Etc



Good circular solutions 
for infrastructure 

established



Circularity does not come on its own

Legislation is required for
any circular solution



Developments

• Construction key value chain in CE Action Plan

• Commission is working on:
• Setting recycling targets for specific materials

• Revision Ecodesign directive (recycled content)

• Revision Construction Product Regulation

• No approach for Incinerator Bottom Ash



What is necessary

• Ban backfilling of C&DW

• Recycling targets for mineral C&DW

• Recycling targets for IBA

• Prescribed use of recycled aggregates and recycled IBA in road
construction (Ecodesign Directive)

• CPR Basic Work Requirement 7: introduce labeling of recycled content

• Support Member States to develop recycling (using the 10-step 
approach)

• A bit less theory and research, just do it


