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Ericsson is a sustainability pioneer
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First Group Goal to 
save energy at 

every step of our 
operations

Climate targets 
approved by 

Science based 
Targets Initiative

First ICT for development 
initiative to support the 

MDGs and the Millennium 
Villages Project

Formalized our 
commitment to UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and 

Human Rights
Ericsson joined Global 

Network Initiative (GNI)

Partnership with UNICEF 
for school connectivity 
mapping  in 35 countries 
by 2023

One of the initiators and 
founders of the 1.5°C 
Supply Chain Leaders

First environmental 
report published

Establishment of
Ericsson Response

One of the first signatories 
of the UN Global Compact 

Co-founded 
Connect To Learn

Adoption of the SDGs as the 
framework for measuring 
company impact on society

Contributed to the 
Exponential Climate 
Action Roadmap Report

As a champion of WEF’s 
Edison Alliance, Ericsson 

committed to positively 
impact 1 million children 

and youth by 2025 

Ericsson set a Net Zero 
ambition across the value 

chain by 2040
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Ericsson’s pathway to Net Zero

We are driving action on the pathway 
to a Net Zero value chain by 2040

2040
Net Zero

The ITU Net Zero standard provides a standard pathway to achieving our targets Emissions from own activities, Portfolio use and Supply Chain Carbon removals Total carbon footprint

50% 
reduction
emissions from
Portfolio use

By 2030

50% 
reduction
emissions from
Supply Chain

Net 
Zero
emissions from
Own activities

40000

tCO2e



The Ericsson value chain 
Ericsson carbon footprint 2021

2030 ambition 

Halve emissions 
from portfolio 
use by 2030

Halve emissions 
from supply 
chain by 2030

Reach Net Zero 
emissions from own 
activities by 2030

Future material 
recycling potential at 
End of Life of sold 
products

Portfolio use Supply chain Own activities Materials recycling

93.5%

7.6% 0.4% -1.5%



LCA’s are used to calculate environmental impact
Research activity aiming to identify hot spots to target for lower emissions
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Ericsson
transports

Supply
transports

Electronics

Mechanics

Raw materials

GWP [kg CO2e]

Integrated circuits (ICs)
Printed circuit
boards (PCBs)

Aluminum (Al)

Complex Al-frames
(e.g. die casting)

Future metal recycling lowers the Carbon Footprint

AIR 6449

Specific to each customer

New AIR 6419
- 45% weight

- 23% 
supply chain emissions

Other mechanics
and electro-mechanics

Steel, copper, plastics etc. Packaging

Electronic materials

Standard components



Ericsson Product Re-use and Recycling Services

Product 
Take-back  

Refurbished Spare 
Parts Service

Supply Chain 
Management

Refurbished Network 
Equipment 

Part of Ericsson’s extended 
producer responsibility to ensure

Thoroughly refurbished products 
as a complement to our existing 

spare part offerings. 

Organize packing and transport of 
equipment from site to warehouse 

for recycling or refurbishment.
E-Waste management for other 

vendors’ equipment

Selling refurbished units to 
customers for network deployment 

purposes as a complement to 
regular new product sales.

Ericsson Customer Support is driving the Circular Economy agenda by exploring new business models and developing 
a structured and business-oriented approach to used equipment, with a focus on reuse and refurbishment.



Challenges

● Holistic 
sustainability view  
important - energy 
efficiency and 
refurbishment

Use digital 
technologies and other 
innovations to 
dematerialize and 
scale circularity! 

Not only for traceability…

● Reverse business must 
be able to function 
globally

● Heavy administration 
to move products for 
re-use

EU:s waste definition 
does not always support 
circularity 

Recycling of rare earth 
minerals  challenging..
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