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Excludes majority of primary production food waste –
including unharvested food, food ploughed back into 
field after harvest, and livestock mortalities.













9 million tonnes food wasted at primary 
production in EU, based on only 6 studies pre-2016



150 million tonnes food wasted at primary 
production in Europe, based on 175 of the 
most up-to-date studies in 2021



Assuming roughly 90 million tonnes 
food wasted at primary production in 
EU* (10 times higher than previous 
estimate):
• Over 50% of the EU’s food loss and 

waste may currently be outside of 
the scope of mandatory 
measurement (most primary 
production food waste is 
unharvested, ploughed back in or 
livestock mortalities).

*Assumes that since EU has roughly 60% of 
Europe’s population, roughly 60% of Europe’s 150 
million tonnes primary production FLW occurs in 
the EU = 89.8 million tonnes. This is probably a 
generous assumption. Removed UK food waste 
from previous FUSIONS figures for other supply 
chain stages to be consistent post-Brexit.
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12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail 
and consumer levels and reduce food losses along production 
and supply chains, including post-harvest losses



Even based on FUSIONS out-of-date 
under-estimates of primary 
production food waste:
• If the EU only sets a 50% reduction 

target for retail and consumer 
level food waste, it will exclude 
42% of the EU’s food loss and 
waste from its reduction targets

• Would unfairly target consumers 
and let almost all businesses off 
the hook

• Many businesses waste more in a 
day than a consumer does in a 
year – this concentration of waste 
makes potential mitigation easier.



In line with more accurate WWF 
primary production figures*:
• If the EU only sets a 50% reduction 

target for retail and consumer level 
food waste, it will exclude 72% of 
the EU’s food loss and waste from its 
reduction targets

*Assumes that since EU has roughly 60% of 
Europe’s population, roughly 60% of Europe’s 150 
million tonnes primary production food waste 
occurs in the EU = 89.8 million tonnes. This is 
probably a generous assumption. Removed UK 
food waste from previous FUSIONS figures for 
other supply chain stages to be consistent post-
Brexit.
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Statement in 2017 signed by 67 European organisations









Statement in 2020 signed by 10 European organisations





• Despite sustained public pressure, 10 years since the first voluntary 
commitments, only 60 companies are reporting their food waste publicly

• Food waste reduction of only 1% per year has been achieved in the 
retail/manufacturing/catering sectors combined (0.22 million tonnes in total)

• Participation is still patchy – particularly low in the catering & primary 
production sectors

• No measureable reductions have been achieved in primary production food 
waste. More food & surplus occurs at primary production than in 
retail/manufacturing/catering sectors combined – an estimated 3.6 million 
tonnes.



• Introduce mandatory food waste reporting for food businesses over a certain 
size, to be reported publicly at individual business level

• Introduce mandatory participation in food waste reduction agreements and 
reduction targets for businesses over a certain size, to ensure participation

• Ban food waste going to landfill and incineration, through mandatory separate 
food waste collections and increased landfill and incineration taxes

• Introduce explicit food waste focus in Unfair Trading Practices legislation – such 
as preventing unfair cosmetic rejections, last-minute order cancellations, and 
delisting in cases of under-supply (avoiding systemic overproduction)

• Promote fairer contracts based on hectarage and/or whole crop purchasing.

• Charge supermarkets a levy based on how much food wasted in their supply 
chains, to fund food waste prevention efforts








